
Common Name Scientific Name Height Growth Rate Longevity Water Uses in the Landscape

GRASS (feet)

Alkali Sacaton Sporobolis airoides 3 Mod Mod Low D, E, H, N

Black Moudry Grass Pennisetum alopecuroides 3 Mod Mod Low C, D

Indian Rice Grass Achnatherum hymenoides 3 Mod Mod Low D, E, H 

GROUNDCOVER

Desert Carpet Acacia Acacia redolens 3 Fast Short Low E, D, EG

VINE

Grapevine Vitis arizonica 20+ Mod Long Mod N, W

Trumpet Vine Campsis radicans 40 Fast Long Low L, W, D, C

SHRUBS

Apache Plume Fallugia paradoxa 6 Mod Long Low E, N, D,C, EG

Brittlebush Encelia farinosa 5 Fast Short Low C, D, EG, N 

Virgin River Brittlebush Encelia virginensis 2 to 3 Fast Mod Low N

Burrobrush Hymenoclea salsola 3 to 8 Fast Short Low N, H, D

Bursage Ambrosia dumosa 2 Fast Short Low N, H, D

California Buckwheat Eriogonum fasciculatum 4 Slow Mod Low C, D, EG, N, W

Centennial Broom Baccharis 'Centennial' 3 Fast Long Low EG

Century Plant Agave americana 5 Mod Mod Low D, EG

Creosote Larrea tridentata 6 Slow Long Low EG, N, S, W 

Desert Broom Baccharis sarothroides 7 Mod Short Low E, N, H, D

Desert Marigold Baileya multiradiata 1 Fast Short Low C, N, W

Desert Saltbrush Atriplex polycarpa 6 Slow Mod Low D, E, EG, H, N, S, W

Emory Baccharis Baccharis emoryi 12 Fast Mod Mod H, N, M

Feathery Cassia Cassia artemisoides 5 Fast Mod Low EG, D, M

Firecracker Penstemon Penstemon eatonii 4 Fast Short Low C, D, N, W

Four Wing Saltbrush Atriplex canescens 4 Mod Long Low E, S, D, EG, N, H, W

Globemallow Sphaeralcea ambigua 4 Fast Short Low N, C, D, M

Green Indian Tea Ephedra viridis 3 Slow Long Low D, H, N

Hedge Rose Rosa rugosa 5 Mod Long Mod C, D, E, H

Indian Tea Ephedra nevadensis 5 Mod Short Low H, W

Lilac Syringa vulgaris 10 Mod Long Mod E, S, M 

Littleleaf Sumac Rhus microphylla 12 Fast Low D, W 

Mojave Rabbitbrush Ericameria paniculata 6 Mod Mod Low N

Mountain Rush Juncus balticus 1 to 3 Fast Mod High H

Nanking Cherry Prunus tomentosa 6 Mod Mod Mod E, S, C, W, L

New Mexican Privet Forestiera neomexicana 18 Fast Long Low N, W, S, D

Oleander Nerium oleander 15 Fast Long Low E, S, D, C, EG, H

Pale Desert-thorn Lycium pallidum 6 Mod Mod Mod C, D, L, N, W

Palmer's Penstemon Penstemon palmerii 4 Mod Short Low C, W

Quailbush Atriplex lentiformis 15 Fast Mod Low N, E, S, D, EG, H, W

Red Yucca Hesperaloe parvifolia 4 Slow Mod Low C, W

Sagebrush Artemesia tridentata 6 Mod Mod Low D, E, EG, N, W

Sand Cherry Prunus besseyi 4 Mod Low Mod C, D, E, L, S, W

Spiny Hopsage Grayia spinosa 3 Slow Long Low D, EG, H, N

Wolfberry Lycium andersonii 9 Slow Long Low N, W 

Wood's Rose Rosa woodsii 5 Mod Long Low N, S, D, C, M, W

Yellow Bird-of-Paradise Caesalpinia gilliesii 10 Fast Mod Low D, C, W

Yerba Mansa Anemopsis californica 1 Mod Long High N, M

SHRUBBY TREES

Cat Claw Acacia Acacia greggii 20 Mod Long Low N, E, D, W, H

Chaste Tree Vitex agnus-castus 20 Mod Mod Mod D, M

Coyote Willow Salix exigua 15 Fast Short High H, W

Desert Willow Chilopsis linearis 20 Mod Long Low N, E, S, M, W

Mojave Yucca Yucca schidigera 16+ Slow Long Low D, EG, N, W

Mountain Mahogany Cerocarpus ledifolius 25 Slow Long Low D, E, EG, L, N, S 

Screwbean Mesquite Prosopis pubescens 20 Fast Mod Low N, E, S, D, H, W

Sweet Acacia Acacia smallii 30 Fast Mod Low D, W, S

DECIDUOUS TREES

Arizona Ash Fraxinus velutina 60 Fast Long Mod N, E, S, M 

Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 50 Fast Long Low E, D, M, W

Fremont Cottonwood Populus fremontii 80 Fast Short High S, L

Gambel Oak Quercus gambelii 30 Slow Long Mod N

Goldenrain Tree Koelreuteria paniculata 40 Mod Mod C, D

Gooding Willow Salix goodingii 20 Fast Mod Mod E, N, S, W

Honey Locust Thornless Gleditsia triacanthos inermis 60 Mod Long Mod S, M, W

Honey Mesquite Prosopis glandulosa 'Torreyana' 30 Mod Long Low N, E, S, D, H, W

Hybrid Poplar Populus XX 80 Fast Short High S, L

Lacebark Elm Ulmus parvifolia 50 Mod Long Low S, D, H

Mimosa Albizia julibrissin 30 Slow Long Mod E, S, C, L, W

Mexican Palo Verde Parkinsonia aculeata 30 Mod Long Low E, S, C, D, H

Quaking Aspen Populus tremuloides 50 Mod Mod High N, E, S, C, L

Simon Poplar Populus simonii 80 Fast Mod High S, L

EVERGREEN TREES

Eucalyptus (Coolibah) Eucalyptus microtheca 80 Fast Long Mod EG, S, M

Italian Cypress Cupressus sempervirens 75 Mod Long Mod EG, S, L

Mondel Pine Pinus eldarica 60 Fast Long Mod EG, S, M

Ponderosa Pine Pinus ponderosa 100 Slow Long Low EG, S, L, D

She-Oak Causarina equisetifolia 50 Fast Mod Low D, EG, H, S

Shoestring Acacia Acacia stenophylla 30 Fast Mod Low EG, S, D, M



E - Erosion Control, N - Native, D - Drought Tolerant, C - Color, W - Wildlife, H - High Salt Tolerance, M - Moderate Salt Tolerance, L - Low Salt 

Tolerance, EG - Evergreen, S - Wind Screen


